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GREAT SOUTHERN TOWN CENTRE ENHANCEMENT PLAN 

Statement by Minister for Regional Development 
MR B.J. GRYLLS (Central Wheatbelt — Minister for Regional Development) [9.09 am]: I inform the 
house about the Great Southern town centre enhancement program. This program has been implemented to assist 
local communities to plan for and instigate town centre improvement projects. Local governments in the region 
successfully partnered with $1 million in royalties for regions funding from the state government to develop 11 
projects with a total value of almost $3 million. The program is a royalties for regions initiative through the 
Great Southern Development Commission and offers up to 50 per cent of the design costs to a maximum grant of 
$30 000, and up to 50 per cent of the cost of on-site works to a maximum grant of $150 000. All 11 Great 
Southern local governments will benefit from the funding, which will enhance town centres with better 
landscaping, roads, paths, gardens, lighting and signs.  

The City of Albany applied for funding for the Elleker town site improvement work, which includes a dual-use 
path through the town, drainage, kerbing and streetscaping. Parking, pedestrian access, signage and streetscaping 
will also be improved at the northern end of Denmark’s Strickland Street CBD area. A new dual-use path linking 
existing businesses and recreational areas on Hollings Road to the CBD will provide much improved pedestrian 
access for local residents and visitors. The Shire of Jerramungup will implement a range of beautification works 
in Jerramungup, including the installation of an entry statement, a new community park and further 
streetscaping. In the Shire of Plantagenet, Mt Barker will benefit from new footpaths, better parking, street 
furniture and underground power in Short Street. The program will deliver new street banners and footpaths in 
both Cranbrook and Frankland River, as well as the construction of the Frankland River central park and 
additional street trees in Cranbrook. The funding will assist the Shire of Kojonup to implement stage 1 of its 
main street redevelopment project, which will link the commercial precinct to the tourism precinct via a new 
footpath and make improvements to the Apex Park verge car park.  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members! 

Mr P. Papalia: What is happening with the Esperance wharf? 

The SPEAKER: I formally call to order for the first time today the member for Warnbro and the member for 
Collie–Preston. I instruct members that brief ministerial statements are designed to be just that. Members might 
not necessarily like their content. I do not want to prolong this brief ministerial statement any longer. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: This is a very good initiative and I am very happy to support it. This is a very good example 
of the state government working in partnership with local governments to bring to fruition their town centre 
revitalisation plans, which have laid dormant for so many years due to the disinterest of previous governments 
and which will make these communities more attractive and safer places to live in, visit and invest in. 
 


